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Dr Graeme L. Worboys
Vice Chair (Mountains and Connectivity Conservation)

IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas

3 Rischbieth Crescent Gilmore, ACT, 2905, Australia

9th December 2009
The Hon John Key
Prime Minister of New Zealand
Private Bag 18888
Parliament buildings

Wellington, New Zealand, 6160
CC

The Hon Gerald Brownlee

Minister for Energy and Resources

The Hon Tim Groser

Minister for conservation

Dear Prime Minister,
I am writing to you in my capacity as the Vice Chair (Mountains Biome and Connectivity Conservation) of the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) in relation to the issue of possible mining within areas currently protected by Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act including National Parks and World Heritage Sites. The Mountains Biome includes a constituency of some 400 Mountain protected area management professionals and researchers located in more than 60 countries. They are very practical and highly qualified people actively involved in helping to conserve some of the finest scenery and biodiversity on our planet as well as contributing to conservation efforts around the globe.

I am aware that IUCN WCPA Chairman Mr. Nik Lopoukhine has formally expressed the Commission’s concern at a possibility of mining in areas currently protected under various Acts including the National Parks Act; Conservation Act and the Reserves Act, as well as Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act. I am also aware that a comprehensive “stock take” is being undertaken by Government officials. It is assumed that, based on this report, recommendations will be made to the Government. 
We wish to advise that we are very concerned by this process as well as the potential for mining and consider it to be both a New Zealand issue and a larger issue of concern to people around the world, including our constituency. I would like to reiterate the views expressed by Nik Lopoukhine. The IUCN definition and management objectives for protected area, the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, and New Zealand’s reputation as a world conservation leader have already been tarnished by the decision to undertake this “stock taking” assessment. 

In January 2010, a new book which I have assisted with titled “Connectivity Conservation Management: A Global Guide” will be published by IUCN. As part of its introduction, the book summarises the plethora of environmental impacts our planet is currently experiencing including climate change, mining, deforestation, habitat loss, development impacts and pollution. The summary was derived from highly regarded sources, including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the United Nations Environment Programme. It provides for bleak reading. The conclusion….is that for finite Earth the multiple life support ecosystems are being substantially degraded …and this is in a world with a dramatically increasing population and where such support systems are needed more than ever before. This global assessment review leads to my key point. Suddenly, all currently conserved lands are more important than ever before. The last thing needed is that the last of Earth’s natural lands are impacted in any way. 
This conclusion is one finding of the new book. Another relates to an expansion of the types of lands which may (voluntarily) contribute to conservation. Because climate change impacts are so pervasive over many degrees of latitude, our critical national parks and other protected areas will be prone to isolation and species loss. Natural habitats at different locations are changing under climate change. We are currently looking more broadly at landscapes and conserving interconnections between protected areas to ensure that species are able to move and survive. The new book describes how governments, NGO’s and communities around the world are achieving such work. It reinforces the conservation value of natural lands, especially natural areas which interconnect protected areas and which may not otherwise be recognised as protected areas. The New Zealand Government may also wish to consider such strategic linkages as part of its conservation agenda if it hasn’t finished such work. However, the threat of mining is of major concern at a time when such investments may need to be pioneered.
Thank you for considering these comments and I would be pleased to discuss this further with you if should you so wish.

Yours faithfully,
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