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Rue Mauverney 28
Gland
1196
Switzerland
February 2011
The Honourable Ted Baillieu MP

Premier of Victoria

Level 1, 1 Treasury Place

Melbourne, Victoria

Email: ted.bailleau@parliament.vic.gov.au 
(This correspondence has also been sent personally to: The Honourable Ryan Smith MP, Minister for Environment and Climate Change of Victoria and the Honourable Tony Burke MP, Australian Government Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities)

Dear Premier,

I write as Chair of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA). Prior to undertaking this role, I was Director General National Parks for Parks Canada. WCPA is widely recognised as the world's leading network of protected area specialists. The network includes senior people in government, academia and civil society and aims to add a science-based and an apolitical voice to policy debates. 

I wish to express the serious concern of the Commission about the resumption of domestic animal grazing for research in the Alpine National Park of Victoria. 

The Commission has been at the forefront of championing effective management of protected areas world-wide. I am informed by reputable Australian advisors that this grazing poses a potential threat to the integrity of the Alpine National Park, particularly if it becomes a way of full resumption of grazing in this ecosystem that has evolved over centuries without being subjected to the pressures of grazing. 

As the park is categorized in the UNEP World Protected Area Data Base as an IUCN Category II protected area there is also a serious question of the international precedent. Category II parks are “large natural or near natural areas set aside to protect large-scale ecological processes, along with the complement of species and ecosystems characteristic of the area, which also provide a foundation for environmentally and culturally compatible spiritual, scientific, educational, recreational and visitor opportunities.”
IUCN WCPA’s global management guidelines suggest “Category II areas should be more strictly protected where ecological functions and native species composition are relatively intact; surrounding landscapes can have varying degrees of consumptive or non-consumptive uses but should ideally serve as buffers to the protected area.”

The issue will be of special significance for Australia given the eyes of the World will be on Victoria’s national park management as it plans to host more than 3000 delegates to the IUCN World Parks Congress in Melbourne in 2014. I have been briefed on the Alpine National Park matter in detail by two of my Australian WCPA Vice Chairs, Ms Penelope Figgis AO (Vice Chair Oceania) and Dr Graeme Worboys (Vice Chair Mountains and Connectivity Conservation), who has an extensive background in Alpine protected area management.
IUCN WCPA is advised that the official purpose for the cattle being introduced to the Alpine National Park is for research, with the ultimate aim to determine if grazing can reduce the impacts of severe wildfire events in the mountains. IUCN WCPA supports further research into fire and fuel load management in the mountain catchments as a basis for better conservation management, but it cannot support research which is destructive in itself.  Further, the excellent peer-reviewed research of CSIRO has already provided clear evidence that grazing does not reduce blazing.  Such evidence coupled with the wealth of science which identifies that domestic animal grazing does have a negative impact on ‘ecological functions and native species composition’ the Commission feels any steps to resume grazing create a negative precedent.

IUCN WCPA therefore respectfully asks for a review of the decision to experiment with grazing and move to permanently remove the cattle from the Alpine National Park as early as possible to minimise any further damage to the Park and the catchments. We would be pleased to discuss any of these matters further. Any inquiries should be directed to my Australian Vice Chairs Dr Graeme L. Worboys (g.worboys@bigpond.com) and Ms Penelope Figgis AO (penelope.figgis@ozemail.com.au) .

Yours faithfully
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Nikita (Nik) Lopoukhine

Chair, IUCN WCPA
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